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SPECIFICATION AMENDMENTS: 

At line 3 of the Abstract page, please replace the title of the invention which now reads 
"PROCESS FOR PREPARING A SILICA/RUBBER BLEND" with the following rewritten title: 

A PROCESS FOR PREPARING A SILICA/RUBBER BLEND WfflCH INCLUDES 
DISPERSING SIUCA, A SILICA COUPLING AGENT, AND A LOW MOLECULAR 
WEIGHT END-GROUP FUNCnONAUZED DIENE RUBBER THROUGHOUT A CEMENT 
OF A CONVENTIONAL RUBBERY POLYMER, AND SUBSEQUENTLY RECOVERING 
THE SILICA/RUBBER BLEND FROM AN ORGANIC SOLVENT. 

Please amend the Abstract as follows: 

The prea e nt invention rolotoo to a teohniquo to ofSoi e ntly and ofPeotivcly diopwao ailioa 
throughotit tt rubber)^ polymor. By utilizing thio toohniquo mcohanioal nmdne proooduroo th n t n re 
onorgy int e naivo and nqvao large capitca inveotmento in mbring oquipmcnt oon be aignifioantly 
reduood. By roduoing tho amount of abooring foroco to which the rabbor io oubjeoted polym e r 
clo gm dn t ir rn in n l nn n ig nif i —n^'y ^■^■'^"'^ nriliTntinn nf thn toohniQuc of thin invcnti(» ^s» 
rosulta in a uniform bl e nd of tho oiUoo Ifarouehout tho mbbor and oonoequontly bettor intamotion 
botwooD tho oUioo and tho robbor. Thio rooulto in bottor phyoiool proportioo, Piioh oo highor 
modulua. The subject invention moio opodfioally dicolos e s reveals a process for preparing a 
silica/rubber blend which comprises dispersii^ silica, a silica couplii^ agent, and a low 
molecular weight end-group functionalized diene rubber throi^hout a cement of a conventional 
rubbery polymer, and subsequently recovering the sUica/rubber blend from the organic solvenL 
Tho prea e nt invention K further reveals a Hre h^yin^ a tread ifaat is made from such a 
silica/rubber blend, whioh io comprised of a generally toroidal phopod earonfla with on outar 
oirovimfoiontial trood, tw o opaood boado, at l e aot ono ply oxtending fiom bood to bead and 
sidoNvalla mrtonding radially from and connooting ooid trood to aoid booda, whcnrin said tread io 
adapted to bo ground oontaoting, and whoroin ooid troad io oompripcd of tho oilioa/rubbor blend 
made by dioporDing oilioo, Q oilioa ooupiing agent, and a low molooular weight ond group 
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iono rubbor throughout o oomont of a oonvontionaL nibb e ry polymor, ond 
l ovorir^ tho oilioa/rubbor bl e nd from th e oi^amo flolvent. 



At line 1 of page 1, please replace the title of the mvention which now reads "PROCESS 
FOR PREPARING A SILICA RUBBER BLEND" with the following rewritten title: 

A PROCESS FOR PREPARING A SIUCA/RUBBER BLEND WHICH INCLUDES 
DISPERSING SILICA, A SILICA COUPLING AGENT, AND A LOW MOLECULAR 
WEIGHT END-GROUP FUNCTIONALIZED DIENE RUBBER THROUGHOUT A CEMENT 
OF A CONVENTIONAL RUBBERY POLYMER, AND SUBSEQUENTLY RECOVERING 
THE SILICA/RUBBER BLEND FROM AN ORGAKIC SOLVENT. 

Please amend the paragraph appearing at page U line 1 to line 27, as follows: 
United States Patent 5J>37.42S 5^27.425 discloses a sulfur-vulcanizable rubber 
composition obtained by thennomechanical work of a conjugated diene compound and an 
aromatic vinyl compound prepared by solution polymerization in a hydrocarbon solvent having a 
total content of aromatic vinyl compound of between 5% and 50% and a glass transition 
temperature (Tg) of between 0° and -80°C with 30 to 1 50 parts by weight per 1 00 parts by weight 
of elastomer of a silica having a BET surface area of between 1 00 and 250 m^/g, a CTAB surface 
area of between 100 and 250 mVg, an oil absorption measured in DBP of between 1 50 and 250 
ml/100 fe and an average projected area of the aggregates greater ±an 8500 nm,sup,2 sinlbefore 
use and between 7000 and 8400 nm^ after thennomechanical mixing as well as the additives 
conventionally employed, with the exception of the sulfur vulcanization system, comprising at 
least one heat step reaching a temperature of between 130**C and ISO'X: for a suitable period of 
time of betv^^een 10 seconds and 20 minutes which is a function of the temperature selected in 
order to cany out the mechanicad work and of the nature and volume of the components 
subjected to the mechanical work, followed by a finishing step consisting of the incorporating of 
the vulcanization system by mechanical work at a temperature below the vulcanization 
temperature. 
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Please amend the paragraph appearing at page 6, line 28 to page 7, line 4, as follows: 

In the first step of the process of this invention, a silica, a silica coupling agent, and a low 
molecoilar weight end-group fiinctionalized diene rubber are dispersed throughout the cement of 
the conventional rubbery polymer. This is typically done by making a slurry of the silica in an 
organic solvent and subsequently adding the low molecular we^t end group fimctionalized 
polydiene rubber to thereto thereto f ollowed by the addition of silica coupling agent to the slurry. 
The slurry containing the silica, the low molecular weight end group fimctionalized diene rubber, 
and Ihe silica coupling agent is then added to the cement of the conventional rubbery polymer 
and the resulting solution is mixing. Normally, agitation will be provided to mix the various 
components together to attain an essentially homogeneous solution. 
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